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Part 2 – Full Bike Licence

Once you have completed your CBT you may wish to upgrade to a full motorcycle licence.  To do this you have three possible routes:

1. Restricted – ‘A’ Licence; this standard motorcycle licence, taken on a 121-125cc bike will restrict you for two years to only ride bikes of up to 33bhp.  Engine restrictor kits are available to reduce the power output of larger bikes so that they conform to this regulation.  After 2 years you can ride any bike and can have any restriction applied to your machine removed.

2. Direct Access; this option is only available if you are aged 21 or over.  The test is taken on a bike with a power output of at least 46.6bhp (a 500cc motorbike).  This will give you a full bike licence and entitle you to ride any motorbike.

3. Accelerated Access;  if you have obtained a restricted A Licence and wish to ride a bigger or more powerful bike, or if you were under age and reach 21 before your 2 year period has expired you can take this test to upgrade to a full bike licence.

The test is the same for all 3 options, it is the power and engine size of the bike that is different.

The Theory Test

A motorcycle theory test is also required (again, for all options), and this must be passed BEFORE you can take your practical test.  Please also note that the motorcycle theory test is not the same as a car theory test.  

The theory test is a computer based ‘touch screen’ test that comprises of two parts:

· Multiple choice; there are 50 questions covering all aspects of the Highway Code, some general road safety questions and some basic motorcycle knowledge questions.  You have just under an hour to complete this part of the test and can return to any questions you weren’t sure of within this time.  You need to achieve a minimum of 43 correct answers out of the possible 50.  You can practise this test on the DSA’s website www.theory-tests.co.uk .

· Hazard perception; you will be shown 14 video clips showing everyday road scenes.  Each clip has at least one hazard (one clip has 2!), you are required to click on the mouse as soon as you see the hazard developing.  To achieve a high score you need to have clicked in the early stages of the hazard appearing (clicking all the time will void the clip and achieve a 0 score), the maximum score per hazard shown is 5 points and you need to gain a minimum of 44 points out of the possible 75.

The Practical Test

The motorcycle practical test is made up of several different elements and all must be satisfied to successfully complete the test.  Before you can begin your test you must present your current CBT certificate DL 196 (unless exempt), and your two-part driving licence to the examiner.  You will then be fitted with a radio and taken to your bike to begin your test:

· Eyesight test; this needs to be satisfied before you can go out on the road.  But as you’ve already done one on your CBT it shouldn’t be a problem!

· Safety checks; you will then be asked 2 machine safety check questions.  You can download a list of all the possible questions at www.direct.gov.uk/en/Motoring/LearnerAndNewDrivers/PracticalTest .

· Test manoeuvres; once out on the road you will be assessed on your ability to complete certain manoeuvres, some of these you may not even realise you are doing as they may be covered in the general ride, for instance, if you have to queue in traffic you might not need to perform a separate ‘slow ride’ or if you pull away from a junction that is on a hill a separate ‘hill start’ may not be necessary. You will have to perform an emergency stop, carry out a U-turn within the width of the road (don’t put your foot down!) and you’ll be asked to pull over to the side, get off your bike and put it on the stand (centre or side stand is ok), then to take it off the stand and push it around in a U-turn.

· Pillion riding; finally you will be asked a question on carrying a pillion. This could be about how carrying a passenger would affect the balance of the bike, what advice you would give to a pillion (sit still and lean with the bike), what they should wear (correctly fastened safety helmet), etc.

At the end of the test the examiner will give you your result and you can ask for feedback from the examiner on your performance.  If you are not successful you need to wait a minimum of 10 working days before you can take the test again.

