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The Advanced Test
The advanced motorcycle test is administered by RoSPA (The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents) and their aim is to “reduce road accidents by encouraging an interest in road safety and by improving driving and riding standards, knowledge and skill”.  You can find details of the society and the advanced motorcycle test on their website www.roadar.org .
Training:

Training for the advanced test can be taken through some motorcycle training centres, this can be offered as set lessons in a similar fashion to taking lessons for your full licence or sometimes as a weekend away which can be fun to do with a friend.  

Alternatively, training and advice is available through RoSPA to anyone wanting to progress to the advanced standard, they have over 50 local groups all with volunteer trainers.  There is an annual membership fee of £20, but training sessions are free and there is no limit to the number of lessons you can receive. Details of how to get in touch with a group near you can be found on their website (above).
The Test:

Unlike the test for your full licence this is not testing if you can ride a bike it is a test of how you ride your bike.  The examiner will be looking for:

· Smooth and effective use of all controls including your steering, gear changes, clutch control and braking. 
· Your overall riding performance, gauged on smoothness, road positioning, signals, speed, etc.  
· Your general ability as a motorcycle rider, such as; your posture when riding, your temperament, observations and your reaction to them, your ability to judge distance, etc.  
At the end of the test you will be asked several questions on The Highway Code and Motorcycle Roadcraft (you should be familiar with both these publications, both are available from good stationers) and some general motorcycle maintenance questions.
The Results:

This test isn’t a simple ‘pass or fail’ instead you are graded on your performance to bronze, silver or gold level.  Candidates who fall below the minimum guidelines are given a ‘fail’ result.

Having passed your advanced test you are required to show that you have maintained your standard of riding by taking a re-test every 3 years.  (This is free to members.)

However, if you aren’t successful first time you can take a re-test between three and six months later.
